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I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

 

On this Good 
Shepherd Sunday we 
are gathered as one 
flock to listen to Christ 
who guides and protects 
us. May our hearts be 
receptive to his 
teachings and our wills 
be responsive to His will 
as we follow Him day by 
day. 

My sheep hear my 
voice; I know them, and 
they follow me.  

The image of Jesus as the shepherd of the 
Father’s flock is one of the most beautiful images we 
have of Him. And we owe it to Jesus himself. This is 
how He describes himself and His mission. Jesus is 
no hireling. The hireling doesn’t own the sheep, and 
runs away as soon as he sees the wolf coming. Jesus 
is the Good Shepherd. The sheep belong to Him, and 
He is ready to die for them. Jesus made the most 
wonderful promise to those who belong to Him. He 
said that none of them would be lost. No one would 
succeed in snatching from His care the sheep the 
Father has entrusted to Him. The sheep that belongs 
to Him will be safe with Him because the Father’s 
power is in Him.  

He and the Father are one and He will lead the 
flock to eternal life. The feeling of belonging to 
Jesus’, and be known and loved by Him, is 
enormously comforting and reassuring. Who would 
not want to belong to His flock? But how can we tell 
if we truly belong to His flock? What does belonging 
entail? We are required to believe in Him. We enter 
the flock by becoming believers. But belief is only 
the Beginning. We must listen to His voice: “My 
sheep listen to my voice.” To listen to His voice is to 
heed his teachings. And we are required to follow 
Him: “My sheep follow me.”  

To follow Him is to do His word. 

 

There we have it in a 
nutshell. It’s really very 
simple. Obviously the 
relationship has to be a 
two way thing. We have 
to choose to belong. 
Jesus won’t or can’t 
save people against 
their will. But it is 
wonderful and 
consoling to realize that 
if we do sincerely want 
and try to belong to 
Him, then He will take 
care of us in life and 

death. He promised to give us eternal life.  

We can pin our hopes on His Word: “I give them 
eternal life....They will never be lost.” It doesn’t 
mean that belonging to Jesus will guarantee us an 
easy life here on earth. The opposite is more likely to 
be the case. Those who belong to Him are likely to 
be persecuted, but those who remain faithful 
through their trials, will share in His glory in heaven. 
Trials and suffering are an opportunity to prove 
one’s faith and obedience to the Lord.  

 

 

 

 


