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Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

 

A voice of one crying out 
in the desert: “Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths. Every 
valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill 
shall be made low. The 
winding roads shall be 
made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth, 
and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.”  

Isaiah paints a powerful 
po etic vision: “Every valley 
will be filled in, every 
mountain and hill be laid 
low, winding ways will be 
straightened and rough 
roads made smooth.”  

The writer of the book of Baruch, that we heard in 
our first reading today, would have been familiar with 
this passage and echoes it in his own words; and in the 
Gospel Luke links it with the work of John the Baptist. 
John was the last of the prophets, sent to prepare for 
the Lord’s coming. His job was to prepare as smooth a 
passage as possible for Jesus. We in turn are being 
invited to use this image as a way of thinking about 
how we might prepare ourselves to welcome the Lord.  

As the years pass, we might be tempted to reflect 
that, while we hear the call to prepare well every 
Advent, nothing much seems to change either in our 
own lives or in the family of the Church or the world.  
But if we think like that, we would be wrong. The first 
coming of Jesus did radically change the course of 
human history. John’s proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins paved the way 
for Jesus to minister his Father’s compassion for us in a 
way that was beyond our imagining. Nothing can ever 
be the same again, whether we have taken this fact on 
board yet or not. The faith of the Church is that 
everything is moving towards the fulfillment of God’s 
plan and that in due time the Lord will return in glory. 
This is very much part of the Advent message: we look 

back and celebrate the 
coming of Jesus as a baby in 
Bethlehem and at the same 
time we look forward to his 
coming again in glory. So, 
there is a lot to prepare for.  

St Paul gives us a clue 
how we can get this right. It 
is worth remembering that 
the work begins and ends 
with God, which is why Paul 
says: “I am quite certain 
that the One who began 
this good work in you will 
see that it is finished when 
the Day of Christ Jesus 
comes.”  The work began 
for us when we were 
baptized and will continue 
until the journey is 

completed.  

As Christians we have so much to offer others and 
especially at this time of the year. Christmas, for all 
that we may feel it has been hijacked by the 
commercial world, still touches the hearts of people 
and the story loses none of its magic, no matter how 
often it is told. Tell the story again to one another and 
especially to the children.  Look back and see just how 
far you have come: hopefully the building has been 
going up more quickly than you realized. And now look 
for ways to smooth out what still needs sorting before 
the Lord comes again. 

 

 


