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IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Today we listen to 
the story of a young man 
asking Jesus what he must 
do to inherit eternal life. 
The Gospel doesn’t say 
when or where this 
happens. It doesn’t even 
give us the man’s name 
because it could be anyone, 
any place and any time with 
the same question, “What 
must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” That is his question 
and it is our question. It is a 
question for every culture 
and race. 

Jesus’ answer is direct. Keep the 
commandments. The man answers that he has done 
that but still wanted more, he needed more. Jesus 
looked at him with love and said to him, “You are 
lacking in one thing. Sell what you have, give to the 
poor then come follow Me.” The man looked at Jesus; 
Jesus looked at him and there was a silence. Then the 
man left. The Gospel says “he had many possessions.” 

The young man lived a moral life yet he felt 
that something was missing in his life. The depth of a 
spiritual life eluding him because something stood in 
the way. Jesus saw that “something” and said. “You are 
lacking in one thing...” and the Lord knew what he 
lacked was freedom. He was possessed by his 
possessions. Those he could not give up. His wealth 
trapped him. “He went away sad, for he had many 
possessions.” 

Maybe when Jesus looks at us, He sees other 
things that stand in our way of a passionate spiritual 
life. Maybe it isn’t money. After all, many people are 
generous with their prosperity. Maybe it is lust or 
arrogance; maybe it is envy or a memory; maybe a 
wrong relationship is the one thing that keeps us from 
giving ourselves completely to the work of Christ.  

The word of God that the Letter to the 
Hebrews describes can help with a spiritual diagnosis 
of our soul and let God’s grace do some spiritual 
surgery, to cut out that moral tumor that blocks our 

full following of Jesus. We 
all have something that 
stands in the way. The key 
is to identify it. Jesus did 
that for the rich man and 
God’s word read and 
preached each week can do 
that for us. That’s the 
message to us of the rich 
man. We all have 
something that stands in 
the way of our deeper 
following of Christ. For the 
rich young man it was his 
possessions; for us it may 
be something else.  

The Lord in this Gospel reading goes on to 
speak about the power of money that distracts us from 
the care of our soul. Sometimes our desire to get or 
keep money can hold us back from doing what we 
know is the right thing. The accumulation of wealth can 
cloud our judgment. But, it can also help us serve the 
Lord. Money is a tool. The question is: What are we 
doing with it? Is it a burden to our soul or a blessing?  

Jesus saw that the rich young man had great 
potential, so He invited him to enter the world of 
sharing. But he wasn’t up to it, riches got in the way. As 
he went away sadness descended on him, the sadness 
that descends on us when we choose to live for 
ourselves. Even though Jesus was sad to see him go, 
nevertheless he let him go. There’s no point in forcing 
people to make sacrifices. If you take things from 
people, they are impoverished; but if you can get them 
to give them up, they are enriched. People are 
essentially good, but this goodness has to be 
awakened and called forth, if they are to enter the 
kingdom of love.  

 

 

 


