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IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

If we love one another, God remains in us and his love is brought to perfection in us. 

 

Today we consider 
God’s creation, and the 
dignity of man, woman 
and child. Personal life 
and human society are 
built on honor, respect 
and love.  

There is another 
debate going on in the 
Gospel today between 
Jesus and the Pharisees, 
on the subject that is still a 
matter for debate in our 
world today that is 
marriage and divorce. We 
are told that this was a 
test for Jesus. The 
Pharisees wanted to see if 
Jesus could be portrayed either as a rigid rule teacher, 
or as a lax liberal. His opponents thought that it would 
not look good for His public image to be cast as ether 
one or the other.  

When challenged like this, Jesus is quite happy to 
engage with His opponents, as in a good debate. He 
questions the Pharisees about the teaching of Moses 
and how it is put into practice. The teaching of the Law 
is always about justice, and the practice of the Law 
should reflect that. However, the society that Jesus 
lived in allowed for divorce for most trivial of reasons, 
clearly demonstrating gross injustice, especially to 
women.  

So Jesus refers His listeners to the book of 
Genesis and the original design of God for God’s 
creatures. Man and woman, in joining themselves to 
one another, become one body. “They are no longer 
two, therefore, but one body. So then, what God has 
united, man must not divide.” In quoting these verses 
from Genesis, Jesus is not reciting a rigid rule, but He is 
inviting us to “read” the true meaning of human 
relationships, as written in our very nature.  

When back in the house with His disciples, Jesus 
is able to expand on this teaching and He speaks about 
justice and love for every human being, for man, for 
woman, for child. He speaks about respect for every 

person, and about treating 
all people with fairness 
and consideration. Jesus 
knows that people have 
their troubles and that 
people fail in 
relationships. He knows 
the suffering that people 
go through. After all, it 
was in suffering Himself 
that Jesus took upon 
Himself the struggles of 
the whole human race.  

When Jesus began 
His public work of 
preaching and healing, He 
quoted Isaiah’s words 
about the Messiah, who 

would “bind up hearts that are broken.” What is more 
broken-hearted than a broken relationship and a 
broken home? The compassion of Jesus for those that 
are broken-hearted is beyond question. Jesus is neither 
a rigid rule fanatic, nor a lax, liberal, anything-goes 
guru. Jesus points us to issues of justice, kindness and 
love, in all relationships and all circumstances.  

Marriage and divorce are testing issues for every 
society and for every generation. In earlier times, a no-
divorce society saw many trapped in cruel 
relationships. In the present day, an easy divorce 
society sees many people treated as disposable items, 
to be easily set aside. And children are trapped in the 
middle of it all.  

And the problem? That we are so “unteachable.” 
Jesus urges us to become like little children, eager to 
learn and eager to practice love of God, and love one 
another.  

 

 

 


