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Whoever keeps the word of Christ, the love of God is truly perfected in him. 

 

 

Jesus tells us that God 
loves all his children, 
deserving and undeserving. 
And he urges us to imitate 
this all-embracing love of 
God. We know how difficult 
love can be, especially in 
relation to people we don’t 
like. 

Jesus’ teaching in 
today’s Gospel is part of 
the Sermon on the Mount. 
He tells us that if we 
respond to aggression with 
more aggression we risk 
creating an endless cycle of 
violence. Violence harms 
our unity, setting one 
person against another and 
making cooperation impossible. Jesus teaches that 
God’s love extends to everyone, and that includes 
people we might regard as our enemies, and people 
we have excluded from our circle of friends. The 
Quakers have an expression, “That of God is in all of 
us”, which picks up on a theme in all today’s readings: 
God’s Holy Spirit is in each person, and we are all 
deserving of compassion and love. 

Jesus left us with a code for life, a lifestyle that 
seems contrary to much of the thinking and action in 
mainstream society. It is a lifestyle he lived himself: 
where everybody is to be shown love and respect. This 
applies even to people who take endlessly and give 
nothing and who give abuse, making the lives of others 
miserable. 

It is not only in the military, in business and in 
politics that aggression and confrontation create 
discord, it is also in the run of the mill of our daily life. 
Just think about how aggressive driving can lead to 
road rage, and how disputes with neighbors can 
escalate into battles unless we make a real effort to get 
along together. Retaliation or “payback” is a strong 
theme in the film world, and perhaps we are too 
tolerant of violence in the media. In how many of our 
homes do we allow violent video games to be played, 
despite evidence that regular playing risks creating 
insensitivity towards violence? 

The Gospel calls us to 
reject aggression, which is 
often, the best and easiest 
way to solve problems. 
Efforts to build bridges with 
people we don’t like or who 
have harmed us might bring 
surprising results. If not, 
then we may take 
consolation that we are 
being faithful to the way of 
living that Jesus expects of 
his followers. Remember, 
God may be making 
something good out of our 
efforts in some way that we 
cannot see. 

All this does not mean 
that God never takes sides. 

Through Jesus' words, it is clear that God sides with 
those who are poor, marginalized and oppressed, 
regardless of the labels we place on them. We are 
urged to move outside our comfort zones to engage 
with people we usually ignore and respond to God’s 
call to be peacemakers. This will mean playing our part 
– however small – in moving the world away from the 
path of violence and retaliation, perhaps by supporting 
a Christian peace group. It will also mean tackling our 
own prejudices and dislikes towards those we come 
across in our daily lives. 

When Abraham Lincoln was running for president 
of the United States there was, a man called Stanton, 
who never lost an opportunity to speak ill of him. Yet 
when Lincoln won the election he gave Stanton a post 
in his cabinet. Why? Because he considered him the 
best man for the job. And Lincoln was proven right. 
Stanton gave him loyal service. Asked why he didn’t 
destroy his enemies, Lincoln replied, “Do I not destroy 
my enemies when I make them my friends?”  

 


