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SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

 

You, child, will be called prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way. 
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John the Baptist and 

Mary are the only two holy 

ones whose birth and death 

are both remembered in 

liturgy.  Since John was 

conceived six months before 

Jesus, his birth is celebrated 

six months b efore Christmas 

as well. We usually picture 

John in our Advent Gospels 

as calling for repentance and 

pointing to Christ as the 

Lamb of God. There is much 

about John the Baptist that 

we do not know.  

He is mentioned in all four Gospels. He spent 

time in the desert possibly associated for a while with 

a strict sect that awaited the imminent arrival of the 

Messiah and the cleansing that would accompany 

the Day of the Lord. John’s preaching attracted huge 

crowds of people some of whom became the first 

disciples of Jesus. In Paul’s missionary journeys, he 

came across people as far away as Ephesus who 

knew only of the baptism of John. John’s call to moral 

living even to people in power was the cause of his 

martyrdom. Yet, the Gospel is clear that John’s 

greatest mission was to prepare the way for Jesus.  

At the time of his birth, people wondered what 

this child would become. All parents do the same as 

they look into the eyes of their infants. It is only at the 

end of his life that we can see the strong man of faith 

John had become. Herod was politically more 

powerful than John but John was a moral giant. If 

Herod indulged his every appetite, John knew the 

asceticism (the practice of severe self-discipline) of 

the desert. If Herod feared the opinion of his court 

and of the people, John boldly spoke the word of the 

Lord. Herod, in fact, felt a secret admiration for this 

courageous man of faith. John was a man with a 

mission and he let nothing deflect him from that 

course.  

The Church looked into our eyes when we were 

infants at our baptism. She drew us through the 

baptismal waters into a new life with Christ. She 

anointed us with consecrated 

oil to indicate that we are to 

be different from others, set 

apart for our Christian 

mission. She clothed us with 

a white garment to indicate 

our new Christian identity 

that was to shape everything 

we do. She gave us a lit 

candle to represent the flame 

of faith in our heart that we 

must constantly feed and 

fuel.  

We are to be a sharp 

arrow in God’s quiver for Him 

to use in His good time even 

when we think our efforts 

produce little, our reward is 

with the Lord and He will use us to reach people 

nobody else will. God has a mission for each of us 

that will remain until we pass from this earth. Only at 

death is our missionary call over. The issue facing 

each of us is not the truth of the call. That call from 

God is part of us throughout this life. The question for 

us is weather we are faithful to that call.  

Weddings and ordinations are wonderful events. 

As a newly ordained priest or a young couple leaves 

the alter, we wonder what life holds for them. What 

will be the series of assignments and challenges that 

will face the young priest? What will be the family and 

financial challenges that will meet the young couple? 

Will they meet these moments strengthened by the 

grace of the sacrament they have received, or will 

these moments begin to burden their vocation? 

We can be like Herod, distracted by every 

unusual breeze and intimidated by every strong wind 

that comes into our life. Or we can be like John the 

Baptist, firm in our faith. confident in our mission, 

and adamant for the truth. The roads of strength or 

surrender face each of us at the beginning of our life 

and at each important juncture of our life. We can be 

strong in the grace of the sacraments we have 

received, or we can surrender to the prevailing winds.  

We always have the choice of going the way of 

Herod or the way of John the Baptist. Two roads 

diverge before us. The one we choose “will make all 

the difference, forever."  


