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The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower.  All who come to him will live forever. 

 

Life calls for a lot of 
patience and trust. You 
can’t plant an acorn today 
and expect to sit in the 
shade of an oak tree 
tomorrow. The same holds 
true of spiritual matters. 
We have to make the 
effort. But then we must be 
patient and trust God’s 
grace will take over. 

 

It seems significant  
that when Jesus wanted to 
speak of the great mystery 
of the Kingdom of God, 
what he turned to where 
these same everyday taken-
for-granted mysteries of 
growth and fruitfulness, as 
we hear in today’s Gospel. 
So often, the stories Jesus 
tells are drawn from the 
world of planting, 
harvesting, shepherding, 
pruning. We can think of 
him as someone who spent 
time watching and 
reflecting on these patterns of day-to-day life. In his 
teaching we can see how Jesus recognizes, in these 
ordinary realities, places of grace, and life-giving, and 
God’s work. Men and women work the land, and plant 
the seed, and reap the harvests; but the growing itself, 
the journey from the tiny seed to the great tree full of 
life, this goes on without us. Gods loving power is 
secretly at work making our routine efforts abundant 
with life and goodness. And this, Jesus tells us, is what 
Gods kingdom is like. 

 

To preach the kingdom, as Jesus did, always carries 
with it an element of risk. Indeed, in Jesus own time it 
sounded to some, like a call to action, just like the 
prophets before him, Jesus urges his followers to trust 
not in their own efforts or plans, but in the mystery of 
God powerful, ever-creative love for them. The sower 
still has to prepare the land and sow the seed; but the 
real work of new life happens in God secret ways, 

while the sower sleeps, and 
gets on with the rest of life. 

 

There are all sorts of 
routine things that human 
beings need to fill their 
days with getting and 
preparing food, keeping a 
place to live in good order, 
earning enough money, 
looking after children or 
others who need care. For 
Christians there is also the 
daily, routine call to pray, 
we are called to this even 
though we may not always 
see the point or feel we get 
much out of it. Many of us 
at different times in our 
lives can find ourselves 
wondering about the point 
of all this, about what it 
achieves; or we can be 
driven to ever greater 
efforts of work and the 
bearing of heavy burdens, 
in the name of achieving 
and making our mark. 

These may not be bad things in themselves, but the 
mystery of the kingdom may lie elsewhere, in the 
powerful work of the Spirit, underlying all our little 
efforts, and bringing life out of our simplest actions. 

 

It may be worth wondering whether we could 
spend less time and energy on our own efforts, and 
more on discerning and rejoicing in Gods own work for 
our lives. The work of the Spirit is going on all the time 
and all around us. Sometimes we have to be still for a 
longer time in order to see it as Jesus did. And when 
we learn better to see it, we will know how to respond; 
and our actions can then mirror our daily prayer, as 
that of the Kingdom of God. 

 

 


