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Christ became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Because of this, God greatly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name which is above every name.  

 

The Commemoration of 
the Lord’s entrance into 

Jerusalem. 

Palm Sunday is the 
beginning of the Passion 
events our Lord Jesus 
Christ suffered willingly 
for our sins. It is a day of 
mystery and deep 
reflection for us.  

We have all seen 
pictures and paintings of 
that first Palm Sunday as 
Jesus rides a donkey into 
Jerusalem. He doesn’t 
enter on a white charger 
(the Roman equivalent 
of a tank) but a young 
donkey to show that He 
is coming to do battle but not with military weapons.  

In a demonstration that is not organized but truly 
spontaneous, the people wave palms to salute Him. 
Jesus, however, doesn’t enter by waving back to the 
people as dignitaries do. He has solemnity and 
resolution about Him that is profound. What was on 
His mind?  

He knows that many of these same people will 
shortly turn on Him. He knows what awaits Him in 
Jerusalem. Yet, He also knows He is doing His Father’s 
will. So, with courage and confidence in God the 
Father, He moves forward to Jerusalem.  

We all have a Jerusalem ahead of us. For us it is not 
a city but if might be an illness, a change in our life, a 
problem, challenge or maybe uncertainty ahead of us. 
Jesus shows us how to move toward our Jerusalem.  

As with Jesus, many people who say they will be 
with us probable will not be. Yet, we must move 
forward, facing whatever lies ahead, knowing Jesus has 
been there before. That is one message for us this 
Palm Sunday. We are not entering our Jerusalem 
alone. Jesus has been there, and He is with us all the 
way.  

As we begin this 
Holy Week that recalls 
the great events of our 
redemption, let us ask 
the Lord to give us the 
grace and the strength 
to face whatever is 
ahead of us. Jesus shows 
that the cross, whatever 
form it takes in our life 
(in each life it is slightly 
different but is still a 
cross) can lead to 
salvation and new life.  

Palm Sunday and 
the Passion teach us 
that whatever lies in our 
future, Jesus has been 
there first. He knows 
and shows us the way 

that leads us to Easter.  

The Passion of Jesus is the very heart of our life of 
faith.  Reflecting on His suffering for us, will cause our 
lives to be transformed with wonder and gratitude. 
That He should love me so much, that the Father wants 
me to draw near and live forever with Him is truly 
humbling. When our lives are focused on the Passion 
of Jesus Christ, we will be changed and the people 
around us will be brought to a new understanding of 
God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. As we journey in 
prayer together during this Holy Week let us “think not 
so much of the pain with which Jesus suffered, but 
rather of the love with which he suffered.” (St 
Alphonsus) 

 

 


