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The kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent and believe in the Gospel. 

 

How often are we 
like Jonah before we 
consent to do God’s 
will? How many times 
do we wake up in the 
belly of a whale or just 
as bad a predicament 
before God gets our 
attention? In today’s 
Gospel Jesus tells us 
“this is the time of 
fulfillment. The kingdom 
of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in 
the Gospel.”  

Today Jesus calls 
Simon and Andrew, then 
James and John, this is a 
very personal moment 
between themselves 
and the Lord. It is also a 
moment that should be part of every Christian’s life. As 
Jesus walked along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, He 
called these four men and He said, “Follow me.” The Lord 
called them for a purpose. Jesus calls each of us for a 
reason. The call of the Lord in Baptism is not just a 
common but a very personal call. Just as we were all 
created for a purpose, each of us are called to follow 
Christ for a purpose, to save our soul, of course, but also 
for more than that.  

We are not like spiritual worker ants in which only 
the group is important. Each of us has a story of our own, 
a journey to make, a call that is uniquely our own. Jesus 
called each of us individually as surely as He called Simon 
and Andrew and James and John. And He calls us for a 
reason.  

To follow Christ, we have to leave behind the nets 
that entangle us, burden us and ensnare us. It would be 
tempting to imagine that if we just somehow could leave 
the world behind, all would be OK. But would it? The 
conflicts, tension and darkness that we see in our world 
reflect the conflict, tension and darkness in the human 
heart. There is no place on earth where we can go to 
escape the tensions within the human heart. It’s not like 
going south to escape the cold weather. Where do we go 
to escape jealousy? Where do we go to escape anger? 
Where do we go to escape the desire for revenge? 

To be a Christian is not to leave the world behind but 
to stay and be the salt and light to others for the sake of 
the Kingdom. That is the point that St Paul is driving at in 

today’s second reading. 
If we keep our eyes fixed 
on Christ, then we start 
to see marriage, family, 
and work in a different 
light, as places where we 
can be Christ to others.  

Before we change 
the world around us, we 
need to change the 
world inside us. What 
are we willing to leave 
behind for Christ not in 
property but in attitudes 
and actions? Are we 
ready to abandon the 
gossiping, the deception, 
the prejudice, the greed, 
the arrogance, the 
anger, and the 
resentments that 

entangle us and make us no different than unbelievers? 
These are the more difficult nets for us to leave behind 
because we are so wrapped up in them. But when we do, 
it opens up a whole new world of living. 

It’s like the repentance of the Ninevites in today’s 
first reading. When they repented they lived in the same 
city, but it was a different world. 

The Gospel tells us Simon and Andrew left their nets 
and followed Jesus. What does it mean to follow the 
Lord? Obviously, it does not mean growing a beard, 
speaking Aramaic, living in the Holy Land like Jesus did. 
What it does mean is living the Lord’s teachings today. It 
means standing up for the sacredness of all life, especially 
all human life from the moment of conception. The 
Gospel of Jesus is the Gospel of life. When we are like the 
first disciples, listen to God’s voice, we deepen our 
commitment to the Lord. God calls us through what we 
see, hear and feel. God speaks to us through creation and 
through the lives and words of ordinary people. In turn, 
we ourselves call others to God when we walk together 
on our faith journey. 

 


