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Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the world. 

 

 

Jesus lived among us, 
died for us, and rose again 
to bring us new life.  Now, 
forty days after Easter, we 
celebrate his ascension into 
g lory.  We hear his last 
words to his disciples: “You 
will be my witness in 
Jerusalem, in all of Judea 
and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the world.”  For two 
thousand years, Christians 
have followed his command 
to make disciples of all 
nations. 

 When Christ died, the 
disciples were like sheep 
without a shepherd.  Even 
worse, during our Lord’s 
Passion, they learn some uncomfortable things about 
themselves.  But before Christ’s Passion, they thought 
they were brave, strong, and generous.  During the 
Passion, they discovered that they were cowards, 
selfish and weak. 

 But Christ had foreseen all of this.  He knew they 
needed strengthening.  That was why he told them to 
do nothing until they receive “power from on high,” 
that is, the Holy Spirit.  Only with the help of the Holy 
Spirit would they be able to go out and preach the 
Gospel.  Experiencing their own weaknesses during the 
Passion disposed them to receive the Spirit. 

 We all have experiences that makes us painfully 
aware of our own weaknesses.  A sudden illness—or 
maybe a brush with death—and we are face-to-face 
with our powerlessness and mortality.  Sometimes we 
find that we are not capable of the simplest prayer.  All 
the saints knew such moments.  Far from being 
moments of damnation, these can become moments 
of enlightenment and salvation.  They convince us of 
our need for the Holy Spirit. 

 During the nine days between the Ascension and 
Pentecost, the apostles, with Mary in their midst, 
assembled in the upper room to prepare for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.  Their preparation for 
receiving the Spirit was prayer.  This is the oldest and 
most important novena in the Church.  We must try to 

make these days between 
Ascension and Pentecost 
days of prayer.  Jesus 
prayed for those he left 
behind to carry on his work.  
He prayed for us, too. 

 What was the waiting 
like for the apostles?  I’m 
quite sure they would have 
experienced most of our 
emotions as they waited in 
that upper room.  They put 
their trust in Jesus’ words.  
But that does not mean 
they were not afraid of the 
future.  And as they waited, 
they became aware of their 
own powerlessness.  But 
that only serves to 

strengthen them when receiving the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 Each Pentecost renews the gift of the Holy Spirit 
for each of us and for the whole Church.  Come, Holy 
Spirit, and burn the fire of your love within our hearts.  
Give us strength and courage to go forth and boldly 
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 

 


