
 

 

September 25, 2016 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY September 25, 2016 

IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
 
 

 

Though our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 
 

 

 

“If they will not listen to 
Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be 
persuaded if someone should 
rise from the dead.”  

While he was alive, the 
rich man in today’s parable 
had no problem with his own 
lifestyle; he showed no mercy 
to the man at his gate, 
appeared untroubled by the 
injustice whereby he could 
feast while the poor man 
starved. It was only when the 
tables were turned - when 
the rich man was in torment 
in Hades and Lazarus, the 
poor man, was in the bosom 
of Abraham, that the rich 
man’s eyes were opened. It took a catastrophe to bring 
him to his senses. He had missed all the warning signs in 
life and was paying for his negligence in death. Not only 
had he not acted according to common humanity in 
performing an act of mercy, he had not lived according to 
his faith: The Law and the prophets. His mind had been 
closed, distracted by feasting and luxury.  In the words of 
the prophet Amos in today’s first reading, the sprawler’s 
“revelry is over.”  (“The party is over.”) 

Jesus tells this dramatic parable to put across several 
points. The first and most obvious is the need to show 
mercy, to have pity on our neighbors, not to overlook the 
need of another. Linked with this is the necessity for 
justice. It is not right that people live in luxury regardless 
of the condition of their neighbor. The faith of the world 
and the teaching of Jesus is to have mercy on the 
unfortunate.  

Secondly, the torment of the rich man in Hades is not 
just about the punishment he is receiving, but also about 
the rewards he is missing out on: he is able to glimpse 
the comforting of Lazarus. The reversal of states here 
echoes prophecies from both the Old and the New 
Testament that the mighty will be cast from their thrones 
and the humble will be raised up. Even more alarming, 
this reality of heaven and hell is fixed: Lazarus is unable 
to help the rich man, and the rich man is unable to 
escape his torment. Jesus is making a point how attitudes 
harden, and how we are the result of a thousand small 

decisions we make. Each of 
the rich man’s selfish actions 
sets him further in his selfish 
ways and cut him off from 
God’s saving help.  

Finally, Jesus explains 
how the prophecies of the 
Old Testament predicts his 
resurrection, and how 
believing in the Old 
Testament will open our 
mind to the New. When we 
are not living the Law and 
teachings of the prophets, it 
will cloud our minds when it 
comes to the resurrection of 
the Son of Man. Jesus is 
preparing everyone for a 
time when the truth of his 

resurrection is not believed: if we are not open to 
prophecy and the Law, we will not be open to the 
resurrection either.  

Mercy is not simply about doing good deeds, but 
about being like God: having compassion, and acting on 
that compassion to give comfort and help. Justice is at 
the heart of Christian faith, and an integral part of the life 
of each believer. The vivid depiction of hell given by Jesus 
is intended to shock us into evaluating our faith in action; 
for when we believe in, and live mercy and justice, we 
live in the risen Christ.  

 

 


