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IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Stay awake and be ready!  For you do not know on what day the Son of Man will come. 

 

Father, we come, 
reborn in the Spirit, to 
celebrate our son ship in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Touch our hearts, help us 
grow toward the life you 
have promised. Touch our 
lives; make us signs of 
your love for all humanity.  

In today’s scripture, 
Jesus is encouraging us to 
be ready at a moment’s 
notice: “See that you are 
dressed for action and 
have your lamp lit.” Just 
like the Israelites in Egypt, 
we are to accept the 
saving power of God to 
operate in the most 
unlikely circumstance.  Jesus is saying that we cannot 
put our trust in the power of our possessions, for they 
are ultimately meaningless. We cannot be complacent 
in our comfortable lives; this is not what we are called 
for.  

As today’s second reading reminds us, Abraham 
was prepared to risk leaving his pastures to travel into 
the unknown. Sarah believed that she would conceive 
even long past childbearing age, because God had 
promised her that, and she trusted God’s word. These 
saints of the old covenant are offered as models for us 
in the new. The newness of the promise Jesus makes is 
not just for a new country to inhabit, his promise is for 
a new heaven and a new earth.  

The kingdom of God is to be experienced fully at 
some future time.  Just when is not known, and that is 
why we are called to be ready for it every moment. 
This is something not to be dreaded. Quite the 
contrary. The image that Jesus uses here of God is of a 
master who, instead of demanding service, puts on an 
apron and gets down to serving us, just as Jesus did at 
the Last Supper. Today’s Gospel begins with Jesus 
telling us that we need not be afraid for God’s kingdom 
is a gift to us.  

How well Jesus knew our fearfulness of change, 
our aversion to risk - especially the older we get, or the 

more we feel we have to 
lose. We are faced with 
changes in the world, in 
our families, in our health 
and even in our Church. 
How do we react to these 
changes? Do we dig in our 
heels and resist them, or 
deny they are happening? 
Habit and routine are 
comfortable, and so is 
nostalgia. They can also be 
deadening, preventing us 
from opening ourselves to 
the capacity to change. Do 
we put our total trust in 
the one who has promised 
to lead us to a new land, a 
new relationship, a new 
set of circumstances?  

We are people on the move, ever seeking to follow 
where God is leading us. We can close ourselves in, 
lament the way things are going and seek refuge in the 
past. Will we then be prepared for what may happen, 
our sudden death, or the coming of the kingdom? 
Jesus calls us to trust in God, to look forward joyfully to 
what God has in store. Why be fearful of such a future, 
or reluctant to the risks that may be required to get 
there?  

We are servants of the Lord and of one another. 
Blessed are those servants who are faithful and 
responsible. The faithful servant doesn’t fear the 
master’s return. They welcome his return.  

 

 


