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IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening; you have the words of everlasting life. 

 

“You are my 

inheritance,  

O Lord.” 

 

Today’s liturgy 

presents two shining 

examples of faithful 

commitment: Elisha 

the prophet and, 

Jesus himself. It is 

only by God’s grace 

that we too can 

remain faithful to 

our Christian 

calling.  

 

“As the time drew near for Jesus to be taken up to 

heaven, he resolutely set out on the real road to 

Jerusalem.” Referred to in Luke’s Gospel this actual 

road also symbolizes Jesus’ whole life. Faithfully 

following this road is the task given him by his Father 

until it reaches its climax with his suffering and death 

and his ascension into heaven. 

  

At the beginning of the journey, three potential 

disciples appear. Their enthusiasm must have been 

tested, if not dented, as Jesus talks of the cost of 

discipleship. Luke frequently highlights the gentleness 

and compassion of Jesus, but, when it comes to the 

commitment required of would-be disciples, he makes 

no attempt to soften the facts. To one who says he’ll 

follow Jesus “wherever you go,” Jesus replies that he’s 

in for a pretty rough ride, for he, Jesus, has nowhere to 

lay his head, he lives a nomad-like existence.   To 

another who asks if he can bury his father first, Jesus 

suggests that if he’s spiritually alive, maybe he should 

leave that task to others. Similarly, to the man who 

seeks permission to say goodbye to his folks first, the 

response is that this is no time to waste, he must look to 

the future, not to the past. Maybe Jesus realizes that if 

these men were to return home, they might not come 

back to him. In any event these startling sayings of 

Jesus are a dramatic way of telling us that being his 

follower can be a daunting task.  

 

To be a Christian is to join Jesus on the road. The 

realization that He “resolutely took the road to 

Jerusalem” can serve as an inspiration to us to follow 

his example. “No one who looks back,” says Jesus, “is 

fit for the kingdom,” 

and yet we so easily get 

distracted, so easily 

become infected by the 

standards of the world, 

or, as Paul puts it, so 

easily fall under the 

influence of self-

indulgence rather than 

the influence of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

Jesus’ message 

today encourages us to 

take stock of our 

situation and to seek His help. It might help if we were 

to pray, slowly and thoughtfully, the verses of today’s 

responsorial psalm. “You are my inheritance, O Lord.”  

That’s what being a Christian means: Jesus is our 

inheritance.  The psalmist goes on: “I set the Lord ever 

before me.” In fact, the Lord is right beside me, the 

psalmist says, “with Him at my right hand I shall not be 

disturbed.” That in turn means that “my heart is glad 

and my soul rejoices.”  I’m confident of what awaits me 

at my journey’s end: “You will show me the path to life, 

fullness of joys in your presence, the delights at your 

right hand forever.”  

 

 

 


