
 

 

February 7, 2016 FIFTH SUNDAY IN  February 7, 2016 

ORDINARY TIME 
 

Come after me and I will make you fishers of men. 

 

“Come after me and I 
will make you fishers of 
men.” 

The readings in our 
liturgy today focus on three 
different people who come 
to believe. But before they 
come to believe, they all 
respond with fear, with 
hesitation, or with a deep 
sense of their own 
unworthiness. Yet they are 
convinced of the presence 
of God, and it’s a presence 
to which they have to 
respond.  

Isaiah encountered the 
holiness of God in the 
liturgy. He was given a vision 
of God enthroned above, surrounded by the heavenly 
court of Seraphim who cried out, “Holy, holy, holy.” The 
prophet trembled before the holiness and was deeply 
conscious of his sinfulness. Once he had been purged of 
his uncleanness he was ready to be sent. He was called 
from the liturgy to preach the message of a holy God to 
an unjust society.  

Paul was called by Christ who he was persecuting in 
the Church. This learned, zealous Pharisee came to 
acknowledge as Messiah and Son of God the crucified 
Jesus whom he despised. This turned his view of the 
world upside down. He was aware of the failings of his 
past; but this did not deter him, for he was convinced 
that he was called by the powerful presence of the risen 
Christ to be his apostle to the Gentiles.  

Peter was neither prophet nor learned scholar but a 
rough fisherman whom God called when Jesus found 
him with his brothers at work among their boats and 
nets. He was reluctant to respond to Jesus’ command to 
cast his nets again. He knew after a night’s labor there 
were no fish to be caught. But he took the risk of leaving 
the security of what he knew from his everyday 
experience and reluctantly put out into the deep. The 
abundant catch of fish which almost burst their nets was 
for Peter the sign of a divine presence and he was afraid: 
“Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man.” Jesus is not so easily 

put off. He has come to 
catch sinners and call them 
to be his disciples. Peter, his 
fears relieved, is convinced 
by his experience of divine 
presence and leaves 
everything and follows the 
one who calls.  

Just as God believes in 
Isaiah, Paul and Peter, God 
believes in you and I. God is 
not interested in our 
limitations. Rather, God is 
interested in our potential. 
God asks us to concentrate 
on his love, mercy and 
strength working in and 
through us. Together with 
God, we can be his apostles, 

his messengers. Together with God, we can do great 
things. The genius of St. Francis of Assisi summed it all 
up centuries ago: “Lord, make me an instrument of your 
peace.” This simple prayer describes the vocations of 
Isaiah, Paul and Peter. This simple prayer describes our 
vocation. To be an apostle or a messenger of Jesus, we 
must let him do the work. We must be humble 
instruments or channels who allow God’s love, peace 
and mercy to flow in and through us. God believes that 
we, along with Isaiah, Paul and Peter, can be 
instruments of peace in the world. God believes in you 
and I.  

With this recommendation ringing in our ears, we 
can be sure that we can do great things with and for 
God. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


