
 

 

December 4, 2016 SECOND SUNDAY OF December 4, 2016 

ADVENT 
 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

 

 

 

A voice crying out in the 
desert, prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight his 
paths. 

Isaiah, who lived eight 
centuries before the birth of 
Christ, looks towards a time 
when God’s people will 
rejoice in a ruler on who the 
Spirit of the Lord will rest, 
who will rule with justice, 
who will bring peace, who 
will fill the country with 
knowledge of the Lord. The 
responsorial psalm, also 
from the Old Testament, 
takes up the same theme, a 
coming King who will rule 
“from sea to sea,” who will 
save the poor...and the needy” and “have pity on the 
weak” and in whose days “justice shall flourish.” 

In the Gospel, John the Baptist is crying out: 
“Repent, the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” And 
so is its King, the King that was promised long ago. And 
the promises of old are about to be fulfilled.  So, the call 
goes out: Make ready for the coming of the King! 
Without the Old Testament, we would never have 
known how Jesus fulfills the hopes and yearnings of 
men and women who lived long before him. 

In Advent, we are invited to share in the longings 
and yearnings of Old Testament times so that we may 
celebrate worthily the birth of the King at Christmas. 
The Infant in the stable is the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament, the realization of everyone’s hopes and 
dreams. He is also destined to come in glory at the end 
of time. We are to repent, says John the Baptist. That 
means that we are to have a change of heart. It may 
result in us finding time for prayer and scripture reading 
during these days before Christmas, but the main part of 
the preparation will be the way we lead our daily lives. 
“Everything written long ago in the scripture was meant 
to help us.” Paul sets before his readers some very 
practical consequences of listening to the scriptures; 
you must live together in harmony, he says, striving “to 
treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ 

treated you,” Apparently, 
disagreements were not 
unknown among the early 
Christians. 

A similar appeal is made 
to us today: how can we be 
ready to receive the Prince 
of Peace if we are not at 
peace with our brothers and 
sisters? 

There is something 
more. Paul speaks of the 
immense hope that the 
scriptures bring, for they are 
centered upon Jesus who is 
God of hope in our midst. 
So, Paul concludes with a 
prayer, unfortunately not 
included in today’s reading, 

a beautiful prayer which includes wonderful Christian 
words as hope, joy, peace, faith, the power of the Spirit. 
It’s a prayer that we can make our own. 

“May the God of hope fill us with joy and peace in 
our faith, so that in the power of the Holy Spirit we may 
be rich in hope.  Amen.” (Romans 15:13). 

 

 

 


